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S T .  V R A I N  H A B I T A T  —  P L A N N E D  G I V I N G  

Gifts from Your 

Will or Trust 

Leave a Gift That Outlasts Your Lifetime 

 

Are you thinking about your legacy? A bequest — a gift made through a will or estate plan — 
is one of the simplest and most powerful ways to continue your support for generations to come. 
You don’t have to be wealthy. You don’t need a complicated plan. And you can change your mind at 
any time. 

 

$0 

M I N I M U M  

G I F T  

R E Q U I R E D  

100% 

R E V O C A B L E  A T  A N Y  

T I M E  

Unlimited 

E S T A T E  T A X  D E D U C T I O N  

68% 

A M E R I C A N S  

W I T H O U T  A  W I L L  

GIFT PLANNING ESSENTIALS 

What Is a Bequest? 

A bequest is a gift made through your will or living trust that takes effect after your lifetime. It is the 
most common form of planned gift — and among the most meaningful. Bequests allow donors to 
make an impact far beyond what may be possible during their lifetime, without affecting current 
finances. 

 

I M P O R T A N T  N O T E  

Under current tax law, there is no upper limit on the estate tax deduction for charitable 
bequests. A bequest may also reduce your overall estate taxes, providing a financial benefit 
to your heirs. 

DONOR FIT 

Is This Gift Right for You? 

A gift from your will or trust may be the right choice if any of the following resonate with you: 

• You want to help ensure the future viability and strength of St. Vrain Habitat. 

• Long-term impact is more important to you than an immediate income tax deduction. 

• You want the flexibility of a gift commitment that doesn’t affect your current cash flow. 

• You wish to honor a friend, family member, or loved one in a lasting way. 
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• You want to express your values and commitment to your community in a meaningful way. 

KEY ADVANTAGES 

Benefits of a Bequest 

Bequests are flexible, revocable, and entirely in your control. Here are the primary advantages of 
this type of gift: 

 

Assets Stay in Your Control 

Your assets remain fully available to you during 
your lifetime. A bequest has no effect on your 
day-to-day finances or cash flow. 

Completely Revocable 

You can modify, update, or revoke your bequest 
at any time to address changing personal 
circumstances. 

Direct Your Impact 

You can designate your gift to a particular 
purpose. Check with us to ensure the use you 
envision can be honored as intended. 

Estate Tax Benefits 

There is no upper limit on the estate tax 
deduction for charitable bequests under current 
law, and your gift may reduce taxes for your 
heirs. 

No Will? No Problem. 

You can name St. Vrain Habitat as a beneficiary 
of your IRA or life insurance policy — no will 
required, just a simple form. 

Any Amount Matters 

There is no minimum gift size. Some of our most 
impactful legacy gifts have come from donors 
who never thought of themselves as major 
donors. 

STEP-BY-STEP 

How to Make a Bequest 

Making a bequest is straightforward. Work with your attorney to include the appropriate language 
in your estate documents, then let us know so we can celebrate your generosity now. 

 

1 Consult Your Attorney 

Work with your estate planning attorney to include a gift to Habitat for Humanity of the 
St. Vrain Valley in your will or living trust. See the Sample Bequest Language section 
below for ready-to-use templates. 

 

2 Choose Your Bequest Type 

Your bequest can take several forms: a stated dollar amount, specific property, a 
percentage of your estate, or the residue after other gifts and expenses. 
Choose what best suits your personal objectives. 
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3 Indicate Your Intent 

Decide whether you would like to leave a percentage of the balance remaining in your 
estate or trust, or indicate a specific dollar amount. Either approach is equally welcome. 

 

4 Tell Us About Your Gift 

Once your plans are in place, please let us know! We’d love to welcome you into our 
Legacy Society and thank you personally for your commitment to our community. 

 

COMMUNITY OF LEGACY DONORS 

Join Our Legacy Society 

If you have already included St. Vrain Habitat in your estate plan — or are considering doing so — 
please let us know. We would love to invite you into our Legacy Society and celebrate your 
commitment to building homes and hope in our community. 

 

“Some of our most meaningful and impactful legacy gifts have come from people who never 
thought of themselves as major donors.” 

 

TEMPLATES 

Sample Bequest Language 

Share these templates with your attorney when drafting or updating your estate documents. These 
are starting points, not legal advice — please consult your own attorney when finalizing. 

 

U N R E S T R I C T E D  B E Q U E S T  ( S P E C I F I C  A M O U N T )  

“I give the sum of $________ to Habitat for Humanity of the St. Vrain Valley, a nonprofit 
corporation located at 303 Atwood St., Longmont, CO 80501, Federal Tax ID #84-1092616, 
to be used for its general charitable purposes.” 

 

P E R C E N T A G E  O F  E S T A T E  

“I give ____% of my total estate, determined as of the date of my death, to Habitat for 
Humanity of the St. Vrain Valley, a nonprofit corporation located at 303 Atwood St., 
Longmont, CO 80501, Federal Tax ID #84-1092616, for its general charitable purposes.” 
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R E S I D U A L  B E Q U E S T  ( W H A T  R E M A I N S  A F T E R  O T H E R  G I F T S )  

“I give all (or ____%) of the rest, residue, and remainder of my estate to Habitat for 
Humanity of the St. Vrain Valley, a nonprofit corporation located at 303 Atwood St., 
Longmont, CO 80501, Federal Tax ID #84-1092616, for its general charitable purposes.” 

 

C O N T I N G E N T  B E Q U E S T  ( B A C K U P  B E N E F I C I A R Y )  

“If [primary beneficiary] does not survive me, I give [amount or percentage] to Habitat for 
Humanity of the St. Vrain Valley, a nonprofit corporation located at 303 Atwood St., 
Longmont, CO 80501, Federal Tax ID #84-1092616, for its general charitable purposes.” 

Frequently Asked Questions 

“I don’t have a will yet.” 

You’re not alone — more than half of Americans don’t. When you do get around to it, would you 
consider including us? In the meantime, you can designate us as a beneficiary of your IRA or life 
insurance policy. That doesn’t require a will — just a simple form from your financial institution. 

“I’m not wealthy enough to make a difference.” 

Some of our most meaningful legacy gifts have come from people who never thought of themselves 
as major donors. You’d be surprised how assets accumulate — a home, retirement accounts, life 
insurance. There is no minimum amount. Every gift matters. 

“I need to provide for my family first.” 

Absolutely — and that should always be the priority. Many legacy donors leave the bulk of their 
estates to family and designate a smaller percentage — sometimes just 1% or 5% — to causes they 
care about. It’s a way to express your values without affecting what your family receives. 

 

 

Ready to leave a lasting legacy in our community? 

development@stvrainhabitat.org   •   303 Atwood St., Longmont, CO 80501 

This document is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal or financial advice. Please consult your 
own attorney or financial advisor. 


